












2017 VALUES VOTER GUIDE 

 

6. In January of 2017, I prosecuted and convicted at trial a defendant for 

Homicide by Vehicle while DUI and Aggravated Assault by Vehicle while DUI due to 

marijuana impairment, wherein the defendant killed his fiancé and caused life-

threatening injuries to his two-year-old daughter.  In March of 2017, I prosecuted and 

convicted at trial a defendant for two counts of Attempted Murder, Attempted 

Murder of Law Enforcement, Terrorism, and related counts, where the defendant 

attempted to kill his ex-paramour and multiple Pennsylvania State Police Troopers to 

influence and change the policies and practices of York County government. 

 

 Also in 2017, I prosecuted and convicted a defendant through an open plea of 

guilt for Aggravated Assault, Aggravated Assault by Vehicle while DUI, and related 

offenses for causing a crash due to driving while impaired from heroin.  I was lead 

prosecutor on an appeal that successfully reinstated a Murder of the First Degree 

conviction and life sentence that was dismissed by the trial court. 

 

 We successfully began two committees on which I am active: (1) York County 

Reentry Coalition (Chair of the Advisory Board); and (2) York City Group Violence 

Initiative (on Governance Committee).  Both committees are already making an 

impact in our community. 

 

7. I am a complex litigation specialist for the DA’s Office.  As such, I prosecuted 

many of the highest profile cases as either counsel for trial or appeal.  I do not like to 

single cases out as they were all important to the victims and our community. 

 

 I did receive the 2007 National Traffic Safety Award for Prosecutors.  I also 

served from 2011-2012 as Prosecutor Fellow for the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration, assisting prosecutors across the country on vehicular issues. 

 

 Through collaboration, I developed “smart on crime” innovations in criminal 

justice, including sentencing reform and treatment initiatives, child abuse, elder 

abuse, and victims’ rights.  I spent two tenures on the board of the York County 

Children’s Advocacy Center, which included the original establishment of their by-

laws, initial building purchase and personnel hiring, and accreditation. 

 

I created the policies and protocols for the nationally recognized “Target 25” 

DUI initiative adopted through the Criminal Justice Advisory Board.  “Target 25”, the 

DUI Treatment Court, and other rehabilitation based DUI initiatives Tim helped 

establish reduced victims of DUI in York County by a 10% average.  I am responsible 



for DA’s Office polices concerning Veterans Treatment Court, Drug Treatment Court, 

Mental Health Court, DUI Treatment Court, and Juvenile Drug Court.   

 

I am a nationally recognized trainer and speaker on litigation, criminal justice, 

and forensic evidence. My speaking appearances included presentations before the 

National Transportation Safety Board, American Academy of Forensic Sciences, and 

National Association of Drug Court Professionals.  I also conducted trainings at 

conferences sponsored by Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, 

PennDOT, National District Attorneys Association, National Association of 

Prosecuting Coordinators, Pennsylvania Bar Institute, Pennsylvania District 

Attorneys Association, Pennsylvania State Police, University of Pennsylvania, and 

York College.  I was a featured speaker in the 2006 Crime Victims’ Rights Week Rally 

at the Capital in Harrisburg in addition to many other events for victims of crime. 

 

8. I am excluding all work achievements for this answer.  My most significant 

lifetime achievement was and is being married to my wonderful wife, Missy.  She is 

my true rock and I cannot imagine one day without her. 

 

 I also honor my role as a Christian, a son, a son-in-law, a friend, and a 

Godparent.  We adopted three rescue Shih Tzu’s: Casper, Cody Man, and Lou-Lou.  

We are committed to supporting animal rescue and love being the “furever” home for 

their furry loved ones. 

 

 Throughout my childhood, I was very active in the Boy Scouts of America.  I 

obtained the rank of Eagle Scout in 1987. 

 

11. The York County Court of Common Pleas must continue to collaborate with 

agencies and implement best practices and data driven approaches for all justice 

systems.  Only through these approaches can we proactively decrease victims of 

crime, rehabilitate offenders, and increase public safety.  As a Judge, I will lead and 

accomplish the further implementation of these practices. 

 

York County does have a strong foundation of collaboration, as demonstrated 

through our Criminal Justice Advisory Board and nationally recognized “Target 25” 

DUI initiative.  I will lead our expansion of these efforts through comprehensive 

multi-agency strategic planning.  This includes identifying through data which 

resource allocation and structure development will achieve the most effective and 

efficient systems of justice. 

 

To address the heroin and opioid epidemic, I will increase our early 

intervention for non-violent addicted offenders through supervised bail and 



diversionary initiatives.  I will accomplish further investment in and expansion of our 

Treatment Courts through continued implementation of the Treatment Court 

strategic plan developed by private/public partnership, which reduces taxpayer 

burden.  As a member of the York County Treatment Court Advisory Board and 

executive supervisor for the DA’s Office regarding our Treatment Courts, I have the 

experience and knowledge to accomplish these goals. 

 

Additionally, I will develop a comprehensive mental health diversionary 

initiative that begins near the time of arrest to prevent offenders with mental health 

issues from becoming incarcerated on low-level offenses.  I will also expand or 

develop community courts to further address truancy and juvenile crime.  My proven 

record in implementing successful justice initiatives makes me highly qualified to 

accomplish these goals. 

 

13. I am a nationally recognized prosecutor, innovator, and leader in protecting 

lives and seeking justice.  My career is filled with high profile, complex cases that 

show the depth of my skill and knowledge in a courtroom.  But just as important, I 

make decisions every day based upon the law that have a vital impact on victims, 

defendants, and society.  I have a dedication to truth, fairness, and justice that enables 

me to make tough calls while respecting people and their rights—exactly what we 

need from a Judge. 

 

I firmly believe collaboration as the best way to provide effective and efficient 

systems of justice.  I helped establish and promote initiatives to reduce victims of 

crime, rehabilitate offenders, and decrease taxpayer burden.  It is not enough in 2017 

to be ‘tough on crime’—my record proves I’m also ‘smart on crime.’ 

 

As a prosecutor, I treat all individuals who come into our judicial system with 

dignity and respect, especially victims of crime.  I have a proven judicial temperament 

and integrity.  I have the experience and passion for law, service, and justice 

necessary to be a Judge for the York County Court of Common Pleas. 

 

16—32, 37, 44—45.  These questions require answers that may be construed 

as my violating the Code of Judicial Conduct.  I take our ethics very seriously and do 

not want to remotely do anything that would violate these rules.  I do feel it is 

important, however, that voters understand my judicial philosophy.  I hope providing 

my judicial philosophy is benefits the voters. 

 

A judge serves one of the highest public functions as a co-equal branch of 

government.  Judicial review of laws is one of the greatest checks and balances 

created in our society.  Judicial review, however, does not allow judges to change or 



abolish laws merely because they disagree with them.  That is called legislating from 

the bench.  I am absolutely against and will never engage such conduct as a judge. 

 

As a prosecutor, I have not always agreed with laws passed by the legislature 

that I was sworn to enforce.  I also have disagreed with some decisions by our state 

and federal judges.  But I enforced those legislative and judicial actions because they 

were the law. 

 

I will equally follow the law as a judge.  Even if I disagree with legislation or 

judicial decisions from higher courts, my role as a Court of Common Pleas Judge is to 

follow those laws.  I do not believe in courts creatively altering laws and making 

results-based rulings.  I will not do so as a judge. 

 

Moreover, judicial activism usually starts and occurs in smaller measures.  

Judges engage in this conduct when their rulings are solely based on what they 

believe the outcome should be and alter the way law applies to the facts of record to 

achieve the desired result.  I have seen and experienced such judicial decision-

making.  Every time this conduct occurs, it shatters the very foundation of justice.  

Judicial opinions cannot be based upon a judge’s desired personal outcome.  Again, I 

will not engage in such judicial activism as a judge.   

 

As I noted in the questionnaire, I follow the original meaning, also called 

originalist, judicial philosophy.  Of the Justices associated with this camp, I find my 

judicial philosophy to be most like Justice Samuel Alito. 

 

41. I am a Christian.  I pray daily and frequently read the Bible, both of which are 

critically important to me.  I draw my comfort, strength, and ethic from being a 

Christian. 

 

 I am frequently asked how I coped with all of the horrific things I’ve seen as a 

prosecutor over the last 19 years.  My answer is simple: faith and family.  Due to my 

faith and family, I have the wisdom, empathy, and passion to make such difficult 

decisions on a daily basis.  Moreover, they keep me filled with hope. My faith and 

family enabled me to be a highly accomplished prosecutor, as well as a highly 

qualified candidate for Judge. 

 


